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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the relationship between geriatric depression and family
cohesion among the community seniors in Jerusalem. The descriptive approach was
the suitable approach for this study. The population was all geriatric people in
Jerusalem, aged 65 years and more. An available sample of (259) seniors responded
to the study tools. Both Geriatric Depression Scale (GDS), and Family Cohesion
Scale (FCS) were administered to the study sample. The results showed that (55.2%)
of the sample had the symptoms of Geriatric depression and that the level of family
cohesion was significantly high. The study revealed a negative significant
relationship between geriatric depression and family cohesion among seniors in
Jerusalem, Moreover, the findings showed significant differences between geriatric
depression due to gender in favor of females; due to marital status in favor of
widowed and divorced ; due to family size in favor of families with (5-10), and (more
than 10 ); due to work status in favor of the retirees; due to the economic level, in
favor of low incomes; due to the he healthy situation, in favor of poor healthy levels.
The study found no significant differences between the family cohesion attributed to
gender, while there were significant differences between family cohesion to marital
status, in favor of the married community seniors; due to family size in favor of
families (less than 5); due to works status in favor of for those who had works, due to
the economic level, in favor good economic level; due to the health situation, in favor
of (good) and (excellent) health. In the light of the findings of the study, the

researcher recommended a range of recommendations.

Keywords: Geriatric depression, family cohesion, community seniors, Jerusalem.
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