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Abstract
The present study investigates "Russian properties in Palestine from the

19™ century AD to the present". It seeks to shed light on the strategy used by
Russia to acquire land in Palestine. This study can be regarded as a cornerstone
of in-depth research about the legality of transferring real estate and land

ownership to Russia.

By the second half of the 18" century AD, the Ottoman Empire had
become so weak that it was no longer able to refuse superpowers’ demands to
possess land and property in the Holy Land. These countries took advantage of
the concessions (capitulations) granted by the Ottoman Empire to them under
the pretext of "protecting” their religious minorities and providing support to the
Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox churches. They also opened consulates in
Jerusalem, and there was a notable increase in western missionaries associated
with their countries and their mother churches. Some missionaries, however,
were associated with the interests of their respective countries. So under the
guise of religion, these countries managed to achieve their political interests and
establish a foothold in Palestine in order to own land there. These properties
were registered in the names of foreign religious groups or societies in
Palestine. Through the Treaty of Kuchuk Kainarji in 1774 AD, Russia was
named the official protector of the Orthodox Christian minorities living in the

Ottoman Empire.

This study seeks to reveal the broad and considerable Russian activities,
carried out through institutions or individuals, to support the Russian presence,
position and influence in Palestine. Among the most important Russian
activities were the first Russian Orthodox Ecclesiastical Mission in Jerusalem in
1847, whose main mission was to buy land to construct buildings thereon, and
the Imperial Orthodox Palestine Society in 1882 AD, which received patronage

of the Russian Tsar and bought land in sites of religious and historical
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significance. This Society established churches, monasteries, hotels, cultural
centers, hospitals, guesthouses and inns for the accommodation of Russian

pilgrims.

The study shows that the position of the Russian properties in Palestine
has changed since the entry of Russia into World War 1 (1914 AD -1918 AD)
on a front hostile to the Ottoman Empire, the outbreak of the Bolshevik
Revolution in 1917, and the fall of Palestine under the rule of the British
Mandate in 1922, leading to the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.
Most recently, new decisions have been made by the Palestinian National
Authority and Israel regarding registering properties in the name of Russia or

Russian religious missions in Palestine.

The significance of this study lies in the need to clarify the murky
situation that prevailed over Russian properties in Palestine, especially in the
city of Hebron, and in addressing the issue of the legality of land ownership in
Hebron. Thus, the study is intended to clarify the historical facts and get

satisfactory answers about the Russian properties in Hebron.

The study is divided into four chapters. Chapter One deals with the
European penetration of 19" century Ottoman Palestine: France, England,
Russia, and Prussia (Germany). Chapter Two is devoted to the Imperial
Orthodox Palestine Society, Russian missionaries, and Russian Churches in
Palestine. Chapter Three reveals Russian properties in Palestine, namely in
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Ramallah, Azariya, Jenin, Beit Jala, Beit
Sahour, Beit Ummar, Jericho, Nazareth, Haifa, Jaffa, Ein Karem, Kanna village,
Ramah, Anata lands, Silwan village and Tiberias. Chapter Four sheds light on
the position of the Russian properties under the British mandate, Israeli
occupation, and Palestinian National Authority. It also clarifies the local popular

position on this issue.
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