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ABSTRACT
Rule Of Herod The Great On Palestine(40-4B.C)

This study dealt with one of the important stages of Palestinian
civilizational history which was restricted to the period between 37-4 B.C.
In this period Western historians strenuously attempted to confiscate this
history and deluding the world with the centrality of Jewish rule in
Palestine during the period of this study and after it, specially during the
period of the Hasmonite rule.

The main aim of this study was to get acquainted with the ruler of Adomite
lineage and who belonged to Judaism ,Herod, who was a ruler of Adomite
lineage and who belonged to Judaism and who adopted a policy of absolute
subordination to the Romans. Among the aims of this study was to get
acquainted with the policies adopted by this ruler in order to firmly
establish the pillars of his rule.

The study focused on the Adomite origins of Herod , that man which was
ascribed to the state which arose in south Palestine. It discussed the
political leadership of Herod which he adopted from his grandfather
Antipas and his father Antipater and the local and international
circumstances which made him a ruler with absolute policies in Palestine.

This study also dealt with the absolute subordination of Herod to the
Romans as the best means by which he intended to preserve his kingdom
which was under them. He was the first foreign leader who ruled in the
name of the Romans in a province which was under their empire. He
established diplomatic relations and family relations with some of their
leaders such as Antony, Octavios and Marcus Agrippa as indicated by this

study.
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The study discussed an important aspect of Herod's policy towards the
Jews and the challenges resulting from confronting their dangers for him
which were represented by their refusal of his rule of them because he
embraced Judaism for political purposes. He was able to draw the Jews to
him Dby adopting the strict method sometimes and the lenient method at
other times. He struck at the opponents of his rule , controlled the office
of the high priest, and annulled the authorities of the Sanhedrin Council .

He attempted to gain their affection by marriage relationships sometimes
and by showing aggection to them at other times or by means of helping
them financially at the time of disasters and famines. So his political
authority became above the authority of religion.

The study also dealt with the external relations of Herod with Greek
Egypt under the leadership of Cleopatra (the wife of Antony) which was
prevailed by mutual hatred resulting from the conflict over spheres of
influence in Palestine. The study described his relations with the
Nabateans which ranged from wars sometimes to peace at other times in
order to protect the boundaries of his kingsom and to appease the policy of

the Romans.

This study focused on the building projects of Herod in Palestine which
were represented in the military buildings including castles , fortresses
and walls his aim from which was to protect his kingdom from external
and internal dangers. These buildings were in large cities such as Sebaste,
Caesarea as well as religious buildings and cultural an athletic buildings
such as theatres, playgrounds, amphitheaters and halls . Most of his

buildings were imbued with the Hellenistic hue.
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