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Abstract

The present thesis, which is entitled " At-Tashbih fi Tatimmat Yatimat ad-Dahr fi Mahasin Ahl

al-‘Asr," is an analytical study of at-Tashbih (the simile/metaphor) used in a collection of classical
poetry, a bio-bibliography, of poets (known as Tatimmat al-Yatimah), by Abu Mansur ath-
Tha'alabi. The study aims to illustrate the images of at-Tashbih that these poets have created in their
poems. It also sheds light on the concept of at-Tashbih as viewed by a group of Arab scholars of
rhetoric, such as al-Qairouani, al-Jirjani, Diya'uddin Ibn Al Athir, As-Sabki and others. It discusses
some types of at-Tashbih and related figures of speech — al-Majaz (trope), at-Tahsbih (the
simile/metaphor), al-Isti'arah (metaphor) and at-Tamtheel (analogy)—and reviews rhetoricians'
viewpoints in distinguishing these types. The study also discusses sensational and mental Tashbih,
single and compound Tashbih, and the image of at-Tashbih .

The poems of Tatimmat al-Yatimah are characterized by using a large number of evidence on at-
Tashbih al-Mursal al-Mujmal (at-Tashbih with the particle, but without the mode of comparison).
This type of at-Tashbih ranks the first in terms of frequency of occurrence in these poems with over
90 examples. This is followed by At-Tashbih at-Tamtheeli (a type of at-Tashbih that compares a
compound image with another one). This type ranks the second with over 80 examples. At-Tashbih
al-Baligh (at-Tashbih without the particle or the mode of comparison) comes next with more than
40 examples. The examples found on at-Tashbih al-Mursal al-Mufussal (at-Tashbih with both the
particle and mode of comparison) are not more than 14, and those found on at-Tashbih ad-Dimni
(at-Tashbih without the particle of comparison) are about 10. However, no examples were found in
the poems of Tatimmat al-Yatimah on at-Tashbih al-Mu'akkad al-Mufussal (at-Tashbih with the
mode, but without the particle of comparison) and on at-Tashbih al-Maglub (a type of at-Tashbih in
which the compared and the compared by elements are inverted).

The significance of this topic is reflected in the fact that it has never been thoroughly researched.
To the best knowledge of the researcher of the present study, researchers have never conducted
studies which specifically deal with the manuscript of al-Yatimah or Tatimmat al-Yatimah. Besides,
at-Tashbih is a major theme in the field of rhetoric and provides a cornerstone and foundation for
some aspects of the rhetoric, such as al-Isti‘arah (metaphor).
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