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Abstract

The Islamic conquest of North Africa and Spain occurred during the
Umayyad caliphate in Damascus. The Umayyad Caliphate in the Levant
continued for 40, then ended by the Abbasids. Afterwards, one of the
Umayyads who was called as Abdel-Rahman Bin Mu’awiyah Bin Hesham
(known as Addakhel), who escaped the Abbasids massacres to the far west
and then to Spain. He then was able to take over the area and turned it into
a strong and independent emirate, with strong army which enabled him
from defeating all his internal and external enemies by the year 138 Hijri/
756AD.

After the takeover of Abdel-Rahman Addakhel Al-Andalus went through
huge developments resulting in the establishment of the Umayyad
Caliphate by Abdel-Rahman Bin Mohammad (known as the Victorious-
Annaser) who enables the Umayyads to establish a strong nation in all
aspects as politics, military and navigation.

The Umayyad princes and caliphs faced many internal obstacles such as
revolutions and discords in all regions of the nation. Nevertheless, they
were able to unify the parts of their nation geographically and politically
due to their cleverness and political tactics forming the Umayyad army,
organizing its military units to protect the geographical borders of Al-
Andalus.

Adding to all these internal obstacles, there were many external dangers
surrounding Al-Andalus like: the Normandy invasion of its coasts which was
the first of its kind for the leaders of Al-Andalus which came from the far
north of Europe for the sake of robbery and stealing of the assets and
properties of the areas they invaded. The first appearance of the Normans
was in the time of Prince Abdel-Rahman Bin Al-Hakam in 229 Hijri/ 844 AD.

This appearance was surprising for the people of Al-Andalus especially the
people of Seville which was destroyed by the Normans. This danger
continued and as a result of this invasion, it was necessary for the Umayyad
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caliphs and princes to realize that building a strong naval fleets to protect
the country was an urgent need to face any future invasion.

Other external dangers included the Christian kingdoms in the north, and
the danger of the Franks who was one of the strongest and most dangerous
threats for the Umayyad nation in Al-Andalus. The Franks tried to weaken
the power of the Umayyads in the nations through encouraging uprising
discords against them, namely after the death of Abdel-Rahman Addakhel
who was able to face them and defeated Charlman (Who tended to expand
his empire in Al-Andalus). The Umayyad caliphs and prices faced him and
prevented him from breaking through the country.

Another danger for the Umayyads was the danger of the Fatimid Caliphate
in the time of Caliph Abdel-Rahman the Victorious. Fatimid tended to
invade Al-Andalus to expand their Caliphate. This danger was a great one
for the Umayyads in Al-Andalus because they had powerful naval forces in
the Morocco and Sicily which were the two powerful cities in the nation.
This made Abdel-Rahman the Victorious to build and strengthen the
Andalusian naval forces and coastal cities on the Mediterranean.

The fleets, which were built by the Umayyad caliphs and prices, were of
high quality in the building, establishing and preparation and included
many military fleets (small and big) armed with military and army weapons
and equipment.

The Andalusian naval fleets played a great role in the public life in Al-
Andalus, in conquests and on facing the surrounding external dangers.
Moreover, this fleet had many activities in the Mediterranean and the
Atlantic Ocean. It was able to take over some of the important islands. By
the time, Al-Andalus created its own fleet and army which contributed in
building the Arab- Islamic Civilization in Al-Andalus. This civilization
extended over long centuries of time and became a unique example at that
time.
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