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Bedouin Century for Aref, Abu Rabia': And, Empire, Architecture, and 

the City French-Ottoman Encounters 1830-1914,for Zeynep-Celik 
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Abstract  
This study conducted research on Bi'r Al-saba' district since the British 

occupation until the Israeli occupation, that is from the year 1918 until 1948 - 

the year that the Israeli occupation was implemented in Bi'r Al-saba' district. 

This period is considered one of the most important periods that the district 

endured throughout history.  

The study aims to provide an overview of Bi'r Al-saba' district during the 

British mandate. 

The study at first discusses rebuilding Bi'r Al-saba' in 1900 during the Ottoman 

Empire in the time of Sultan Abdulhamid II, in addition to the strategic 

reasoning behind the Ottoman’s construction of the city. 

It then goes on to outline the situation of the district during the British 

occupation which was imposed on the city in 1917, and clarified the British 

role in the methods used to take control over the district, in addition to the role 

of the local people in the district in the Palestinian national movement against 

the British occupation. 

The discussion then moves on to the people of Bi'r Al-saba' during the period 

of the British mandate. The paper outlines the key demographic changes and 

the socio-economic statistics that the mandate authority conducted for the 

people of the district.  Health and education system imposed at the time of the 

British are also discussed. 

The study also mentioned Bi'r Al-saba' incidents in 1948 and the role of its 

people to defend it along with Arab volunteers against the Jewish gangs, in 

where at the end it was lost for the favor of the Jewish gangs.  

The study ended with the most important economic activities that the residents 

of  the district undertook. 

  


