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Abstract
Dr. George Habash, his life and struggle
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The study aims to shed light on the character of “George Habash,” and
struggle by highlighting his experiences with his colleagues and
contemporaries. The researcher adopts the interview method to carry out
the study.The interviews were carried out in the form of dialogues that
the researcher held with his comrades and loved ones in order to
understand the experiences he faced during his long periods of struggle.
The main reason the researcher was forced to pursue this method in order
to gather information is the lack of sources in the libraries about his
struggle and life. As a result, the decision was to carry out interviews to
uncover the personal traits of “George Habash,”along with the lack of
books that highlight the character of “George Habash. Finally, the
researcher was able to uncover how his struggles through different stages
in history correlate with the Palestinian cause/case.

Accordingly this study came to fill the void in the Palestinian library
structure in particular, and the Arab library in general. “George Habash”
devoted his life which extended to eighty-one years with patience and
struggle, and sacrifice for a cause that the world has never seen
something similar to in its tragedy, fairness, and the sacrifices of its
people who are still bleeding like a wound and growing bigger, after
another generation..

In this regard, the oldest summary of the status of this study lies in the
character of “Al-Hakim” and his struggle. He devoted his life to the
Palestinian militant diligence and continued to work for the Palestinian
cause, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and a better future for the Arab nation.
Doctor Hakim turned to the path of struggle, to address the wounds of his
people, and live the concerns of the nation because he is a believer in the
Arab identity. The inevitability of victory and the defeat of the Zionist
project on the Arab land was always a certainty to Doctor Al-Hakim.

The last few years in the American University was the stage that
formalized his national ideology which was crystalized and influenced by
his great teacher “Constantine Zureiq,” who emerged as his spiritual
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father for the Arab nationalist ideology. The American University served
as a forum and stage where many young Arabs of different countries met
to discuss their dreams and concerns of creating a common Arab Nation.
George Habash was undoubtedly very active in that and he quickly got
recognized. As a result, he was elected to one organization in university
to the position of General Secretary in the 1950.

The particular event, that shook his existence during his college years is
the Nakba in 1948, which was a historic moment in history and a turning
point in his life, as he stopped his education and rushed towards Palestine,
which began to fall in the hands of the Zionist gangs one town after
another. After that he went to work as a trainee in a clinic called Lod,
where he treated many wounds, but the greatest hit of all to him was
when Lod fell in the hands of the Zionist gangs because that resulted in
the martyrdom of his big sister during that harsh emigration. In the
process they left behind six children. Later the loss of the Palestinians
escalated as the number of losses rose from hundred to thousands and it
was obvious that an entire people was being uprooted.

This event changed “George Habash” from Al-Hakim, which means
doctor to rebel and resistance fighter. After years of studying,
organization and being inspired by the thought instilled in him by his
great teacher “Constantine Zureiq;” George Habash along with some
comrades such as Wadih Haddad, Hani Al-Hindi, Ahmed al-Khatib,
Saleh Cub and Hamed Jabouri found the Arab Nationalist Movement in
1951, which aimed at an Arab comprehensive resistance movement in the
region.

“George Habash,” and his colleagues have played a leading role in the
student demonstrations that swept Lebanon in that period. Those
demonstrations that took place in the end of October 1951, in support of
the position of the Government Mustafa Al-Nahass the leader of the
Wafd Party, which annulled the Egyptian - British treaty. This action was
welcomed by the masses in the Arab nations and inflamed courage which
received support in most of the Arab nations.

“George Habash,” continued to play his role as both an intellectual and
political leader, and his resignation of the General Secretariat of the Front
never meant that he would abandon the political struggle, which has
continued for more than fifty years. He continued to perform his role,
especially in light of the “Second Intifada” and he was in constant contact
with the leaders of the official national factions and institutions of the
Palestinian and Arab national events.
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In the evening of January 26, 2008 the historic leader Goerge Habash
passed away leaving behind a legacy and a combative history for the
Arab issues in general and Palestinians in particular.
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