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Abstract:

This study is concerned with racism in Andalusia, from the Islamic
conquest until the fall of the Umayyad caliphate, bearing in mind that
Racism in Andalusia emerged since the beginning of the Islamic
conquest to it. To understand racism, it was necessary to examine its
definition in away consistent with the subject of the study. Andalusia
was then inhabited by many different elements and races, including
Arabs, Berbers, Moulids, Christians and the people of Andalusia. Each
of them played a major role in the emergence of racism that led
ultimately to the fall of the Umayyad caliphate, whereas they organized

revolts and disorders against the Umayyad rule.

Racism influenced all areas of life: socially, politically and intellectually.
Members of different races were fanatic and intolerant toward others, in
addition to casteism in society. There was no justice in obtaining
positions, jobs and wealth in the state. Politically, Racism took the form
of revolutions, caused either by hatred and malice for ethnic and racial
grounds, or because members in society suffered injustice and were
denied of their rights. Intellectually, imposing one doctrine, the Maliki,
played a role in limiting intellectual freedom, as well as abusing thinkers
and Islamic scholars who opposed this doctrine and followed other

doctrines.

For the Umayyad Caliphate to rise on its own, many things had to be
done to alleviate racism. Therefore, it confronted revolutions using
armed force, exploiting marriage relationships to mix the different cultural
elements of Andalusia, in addition to the presence of a strong
government that could take full control of the state and didn’t not allow

any hateful element to exploit any weakness in the Andalusian society.
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However, despite the measures taken to limit it, racism as a term was
not familiar or conventional then, and the Umayyad state in Andalusia
did not do its best to alleviate it. The measures mentioned above, even
taken by the Umayyad rulers, were only used to maintain their position

as rulers, not to address or confront racism directly.
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