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Abstract

This study examined the history of Bethlehem in the Ayyubid and Mamluk
eras. It aimed at examining the political and cultural circumstances in these two
close Islamic eras. Therefore, the differences between the two eras were not big
except in some respects. The study was structured as it follows:

Chapter One: represented the city of Bethlehem whence its geography, name
and its semantic connotations and the beginnings of this religious and holy city.
Also, it was very important Bethlehem's introduce the geographical features,
climate, water resources and how the city was described according to geographers,
Islamic and western travellers.

Chapter Two: introduced Bethlehem City in the Ayyobid era. The first
section of this chapter represented a preamble in which the study identified the
Ayyobides and how they controlled and ruled the city. Then, the study shed light
on the phenomenon of the political subordination which were existent in that era in
Palestine, in general, and in Bethlehem, in particular. It then discussed several
forms of social life in that era such as marriage and residents. After that, the study
discussed the economic situations of the city such as farming, industry and trade.
Finally, the chapter moved on to present the general situations of the city during
the period of Sultan Saladin, Sultan al-Kamel Ayyobide and Sultan Najm al-Din
Ayyoub.

Chapter Three included an introduction in which the study talked about the
Mamluks and how they took control over al-Sham and Egypt. Then, the chapter
discussed the administrative and political subordination for Bethlehem in that era.

The study then touched on the population and their traditions and customs. It was
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very important also to discuss the economic situations, agricultural products and
industry. Finally, the chapter talked about the Church of Nativity and the stances of

the Mamluk Sultans towards the city.
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