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Abstract

Palestine has enjoyed a prestigious standing for both Arab and
Islamic nations, due to its' special religious, cultural and historical status.
Palestine in general, and the city of Jerusalem in particular, has attracted
attention since Caliph Omar Bin Al-Khattab conquered the city. This
interest was obvious during the Mamluks Sultans' rule in Palestine, which
eventually led to life flourishing in all of its' aspects, and culture prospering
until it has become a symbol that expresses the civilization and originality

of Islamic nation in general .

This study "Mamluks Archeticture in Palestine [658-741 AH/ 1260-
1340 AD] " sheds the light on the Mamluk architectural activity in
Palestine, which was intended to serve its people and visitors. The study
importance is not limited to this; but it is also designed as a tool to identify
the architectural remains left by Mamluks in the land of Palestine in all
aspects of life. These all prove that Mamluks' interest in architecture was
used as a tool to show power and establish authority in the areas they
ruled; beside the fact, they wanted to prevent the return of Franks. The
Mamluk took good care building institutions and religious sites, and they

practiced good economic and commercial activity that made trade
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flourishes within the Palestinian cities and with neighboring countries. The
infrastructures established by Mamluks have contributed to this prosperity,
such as building bridges, paving roads, building hostels on roads and
rehabilitation of internal and external roads to serve commercial convoys

and travelers .

The Palestinian cities in the Mamluk era were characterized as
similar in characteristics as the neighboring Arab and Islamic cities; in
terms of the use of the same building elements and architectural formation
and maintaining its special characteristics to stand out from other

neighboring countries .

The Mamluks left in Palestine a cultural legacy; buildings, engravings
and decorations in the all the Palestinian cities, which are still
demonstrations of their presence for this present day. All of this shows how
great this era was which stood against Tatars and Crusaders and ended

their legacy.

In order the study achieves the research objectives, it was divided

into four chapters as follows:

Chapter | dealt with the most important motives for Mamluks' marine
architecture and its characteristics in Palestine.
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Chapter Il was dedicated to study the architecture of Palestine under the
reign of Sultan al —Zahir Baybars; it examined the most important
architectural buildings built by Sultan al-Zahir Babars, and others which

were built by other Princes and men of religion in the reign of this Sultan.

Chapter lll talked about Mamluk architecture in Palestine the years [687-
693 AH /1279-1293 AD], the period which Sultan Saifuddin Qalawun and
his son Ashraf Khalil ruled. In this chapter, we showed the most important

architecture they built or their princes built under their reign .

Chapter IV demonstrated the architecture in Palestine in the years between
[693-741 AH/ 1293-1341 AD); the period in which Sultan Al-Naser
Muhammad Ibn Qalawun ruled, explaining the architecture that was built

during this period.
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