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Dr. Mutaz Qafisheh (Hebron University, Palestine)

Abstract

Political corruption, as a distinct discipline, has emerged over the past two decades. This is due,
perhaps, to the growing conviction that administrative corruption stems from rooted causes that come
from above, but manifested through daily practices by clients of those in power. Hence, itis imperative
to uncover the real causes that feed and protect administrative corruption, which is merely a symptom
of a disease, not the disease itself. The absence of an agreed-upon definition of political corruption does
not imply that there is no definition at all. On the contrary, many definitions have been developed.
While some definitions came technically narrow by focusing on exclusive criminal practices by public
servants, others adopted expanded criteria that comprise various immoral acts with the intention to
take personal advantage from public office. Atthe same time, certain studies defined political corruption
based on the character of corrupted individuals: the higher the official individual’s rank and his
influence in public sphere, the closer we get to political corruption. This article sheds light on the
concept of political corruption by conducting an extensive literature review, with the objective to
contribute to future research in this field. Rather than embracing a single definition, the article has
extracted three elements encompassing any act that may fall under political corruption. The article

proposed a set of methodological directions towards further analysis.

Key words: definition of political corruption, good governance, elements of corruption, political

integrity, measuring corruption, public administration.
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