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Abstract

The study examines the novel "The Time of White Horses" by
Ibrahim Nasrallah through the application of the semiotic approach, relying
on the principles established by scholars of this method in the analysis of
literary texts. The study also focuses on analyzing the semiotics of the
textual thresholds in the novel, given their importance in clarifying the

author's intentions, guiding the reader, and attracting them to read.

This study is titled " The Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in
Ibrahim Nasrallah’s Novel The Time of White Horses" It is divided into
an introduction and two chapters. The introduction discusses the concept of
semiotics, its origin, and its prominent scholars such as Saussure, Peirce,
Roland Barthes, Greimas, and Lotman. It also includes its types: semiotics

of signification, semiotics of communication, and cultural semiotics.

The first chapter is divided into four sections. The first section deals
with the cover threshold, which includes the three main thresholds in the
novel (the first book: The Wind, the second book: The Earth, and the third
book: The People), explaining the concept of thresholds and their
significance. The second section discusses the title threshold, its concept,
and its significance. The third section deals with the foreword threshold,
and the fourth section is titled: the introductory discourse threshold, where
each section includes a definition of the threshold and its semiotic

significance.
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The second chapter, titled "The Semiotics of Internal Thresholds,"
branches into two sections after a brief introduction. The first section is
titled: thresholds of narrative, which branches into three thresholds: the
historical intertextuality threshold, the footnotes threshold, and the
conclusion threshold. Each threshold is followed by an explanation of the
concept and its significance in the novel. The second section is titled:
thresholds of narrative construction, which includes the place threshold, its
concept, the semiotics of open and closed spaces and their significance, the
time threshold, its concept, the semiotics of time and its significance, as
well as the semiotics of temporal history, which includes (The Wind Book,
The Earth Book, and The People Book). The final part of the second section

iIs titled: the semiotics of time and characters.

The study concludes with a summary of the researcher's vision and

the findings of the study.

112



Hebron University

Deanship of Graduate Studies

Arabic Language and Literature Program

The Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in Ibrahim Nasrallah’s

Novel The Time of White Horses

Done by: Amanda Khader Qiesieh

The supervision of Dr. Naseem Mustafa Bani Odeh

This thesis was submitted to complete the requirements for obtaining a
Master’s Degree in Arabic language and literature at the Deanship of

Graduate Studies at Hebron University

2024

113



