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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore strategic planning and its role in local
development from the perspective of Palestinian municipalities boards.
The researcher employed a descriptive methodology, and the study's
population consisted of all members of major Palestinian municipalities
(boards) . The researcher was able to reach 132 participants, representing
88% of the study's population. A survey tool was used to collect data and
gather information to assess the importance of strategic planning in
supporting local development as perceived by members of Palestinian
municipalities boards. And the findings indicated that the level of
strategic planning in supporting local development, as viewed by
members of Palestinian municipal boards, yielded moderate results for
the overall degree and dimensions. These dimensions included strategic
analysis (internal and external environment analysis), the presence of
municipal strategic orientations, the presence of strategic and
implementation plans, execution of the strategic plan, and monitoring and
evaluation of the strategic plan. However, the dimension of municipal
boards support for strategic planning achieved a high degree of
importance. Furthermore, the results revealed that the level of support for
local development (environmental development, economic development,
social development) in municipalities, as perceived by members of
Palestinian municipalities, was of moderate degree for both the overall
score and the dimensions. The results also highlighted moderate barriers
to strategic planning as perceived by members of Palestinian
municipalities boards. The item "Difficulty in balancing strategic
planning and operational planning™ obtained the highest score at a high
degree of importance, while the item "The municipality employs
strategies from other municipalities that are not suitable for their own
municipality" was of moderate importance. Similarly, the results
indicated moderate barriers to local development as perceived by
members of Palestinian municipalities. The item "Insufficient local
resources to implement strategic projects” obtained the highest score at a
high degree of importance, while the item "Limited authority granted to
the municipal council™ was of moderate importance Overall, the results
demonstrated that there is a role for strategic planning in supporting local
development, as perceived by members of Palestinian municipalities,
with an explanatory capacity reaching its peak at 74.1%
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