
Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]After Palestine’s accession to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in April 2014, as the only Arab state that joined this treaty without reservation, what that implies? Is Palestine willing to apply CEDAW domestically and to ensure the equality between sexes? If so, can Palestine enforce this treaty taking into account centuries-long traditions that discriminate against women, notwithstanding the conservative nature of local communities and the rise of Islamist renaissance across the Middle East? This paper tries to answer these questions by addressing selected issues of family laws applying in Palestine in light of CEDAW: age of marriage, approval of guardian of female’s marriage, inter-religion marriages, polygamy, divorce, and inheritance. While the mere legislative enactment that adheres to the principle of equality is relatively an easy task given the political will to ensure gender equality, this paper claims that the way toward legislative reform in line with international standards relating to women rights would not be an easy journey due to social and religious attitudes embedded within the society. A comprehensive reform process on women rights requires socio-economic, educational, and cultural transformations.


