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The Abstract 

The Role of Cultural Diplomacy in Promoting the Palestinian 

Narrative: Cinema as a Model. 

 

Prepared by: Yara Al-Awawda 

Supervised by: Dr. Bilal Al-Shoubaki 

 

This study, entitled “The Role of Cultural Diplomacy in Promoting the 

Palestinian Narrative: Cinema as a Model,” addressed the vital role 

played by the seventh art (cinema) in presenting the Palestinian narrative 

with a Palestinian language and voice, and the extent of its impact in 

enhancing global support and solidarity with the Palestinian cause.  

The Palestinian people’s quest for freedom and independence. The study 

also discussed the importance of cultural diplomacy as a new field in 

international relations, through which national goals and interests can be 

achieved in more attractive and widespread ways. This study focused on 

concepts related to diplomacy and cultural diplomacy, with an emphasis on 

Palestinian cultural diplomacy. It aimed to determine the extent of its 

effectiveness and define it in terms of identity and its representatives, 

whether they are from Palestinian civil or governmental cultural 

institutions. 

 Moreover, the study addressed the emergence and development of 

Palestinian cinema, the challenges it faces, and pointed out the prospects 

for its development to serve the Palestinian narrative. 

 The study sought to use the inductive analytical approach to understand 

how cinema can be used as a tool for cultural diplomacy to promote the 

Palestinian narrative, by reviewing historical data on the development of 

Palestinian cinema over different decades, and its role in transmitting and 

shaping the Palestinian narrative at the local and international levels. The 

study is divided into three chapters: The first chapter deals with the 

importance of the study, its objectives, and its theoretical framework; The 

second chapter explains the scientific concepts of diplomacy, cultural 

diplomacy, and Palestinian cultural diplomacy, through a historical 

narrative of its origins, development, and extent of its effectiveness. The 

final chapter reviews the history of Palestinian cinema, its development, 

and its role in promoting the Palestinian narrative, in addition to 

conclusions and recommendations. 
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 The study reached several conclusions, including that Palestinian cultural 

diplomacy lacks a clear or official role to use cinema as a tool to enhance 

its international role. Despite the abundance of Palestinian cultural 

production, especially cinema, it lacks the organization and financial 

support necessary to reach the level of its international counterparts. The 

role of Palestinian cinema in mobilizing global solidarity and support was 

limited for several reasons, including the attempts of the international 

Zionist lobby to obstruct the presence of the Palestinian film in 

international festivals and platforms, or the participation of the Palestinian 

film under the umbrella of the state that produced it as a result of the 

failure of many film festivals and forums to recognize the Palestinian 

identity. I Despite these challenges, Palestinian cinema continues to 

produce films thanks to technological development. The Internet and social 

networking sites have contributed to disseminating Palestinian films more 

widely and quickly, allowing them to reach a larger segment of global 

audiences. 

Key Words: 

Role, Cultural Diplomacy, cinema, narrative, Palestinian Narrative, 

Palestine, Global General Opinion.  

 


